
Responsibility Meter Report

Ending Improper Payments to Deceased People Act signed into law

legislation · Washington, D.C., United States · 2026-02-10

Event harm: 45.6 · Confidence: 88.0

Summary

President Donald Trump signed S. 269, the Ending Improper Payments to Deceased People Act, into law. The 
statute permanently authorizes federal data-sharing arrangements designed to identify deceased individuals and 
prevent improper payments across government programs.Top actors

1. Congressional sponsors of S. 269 | culpability 26.5 | confidence 84.0

2. President Donald Trump | culpability 25.4 | confidence 96.0

3. Federal payment-integrity and data-sharing apparatus | culpability 22.4 | confidence 84.0

Formulas

eventHarm = (20*severity + 12*scale + 15*irreversibility + 12*targetVulnerability + 15*rightsInvasion + 16*intentionality + 
10*duration) / 5actorResponsibility = (15*authorship + 18*decisionPower + 10*interpretivePower + 12*executionControl + 10*knowledge + 
8*foreseeability + 8*discretion + 6*benefit + 8*concealment + 5*repeatSystemRole) / 5confidence = (25*sourceQuality + 20*evidenceCompleteness + 20*roleCertainty + 20*attributionCertainty + 15*recencyStability) / 
5culpability = actorResponsibility * eventHarm / 100

Sources

• The White House: White House notice on S. 269 becoming law


