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Event harm: 67.6 · Confidence: 72.0

Summary

Utah officials and development planners used incentives and industrial-site planning to draw at least one major data 
center project toward land near Great Salt Lake-adjacent wetlands. The dispute centers on whether state growth 
policy is outpacing water, habitat, and public-accountability safeguards.Top actors

1. Utah economic development and infrastructure leadership | culpability 46.5 | confidence 76.0

2. Prospective data center developers | culpability 37.0 | confidence 68.0

Formulas

eventHarm = (20*severity + 12*scale + 15*irreversibility + 12*targetVulnerability + 15*rightsInvasion + 16*intentionality + 
10*duration) / 5actorResponsibility = (15*authorship + 18*decisionPower + 10*interpretivePower + 12*executionControl + 10*knowledge + 
8*foreseeability + 8*discretion + 6*benefit + 8*concealment + 5*repeatSystemRole) / 5confidence = (25*sourceQuality + 20*evidenceCompleteness + 20*roleCertainty + 20*attributionCertainty + 15*recencyStability) / 
5culpability = actorResponsibility * eventHarm / 100

Sources

• The Salt Lake Tribune: Salt Lake Tribune report on Utah's water limits in the AI data center race

• The Salt Lake Tribune: Salt Lake Tribune report on Utah incentives drawing a data center toward wetlands


